
Carnegie Mellon, NSA seek high school hackers

By Kevin Begos
Associated Press

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Bored with classes? Carnegie Mellon University and one of the
government’s top spy agencies want to interest high school students in a game of computer
hacking.

Their goal with “Toaster Wars” is to cultivate the nation’s next generation of cyber warriors in
offensive and defensive strategies. The free, online “high school hacking competition” is
scheduled to run from April 26 to May 6, and any U.S. student or team in grades six through 12
can apply and participate.

David Brumley, professor of computer science at Carnegie Mellon, said the game is designed to
be fun and challenging, but he hopes participants come to see computer security as an
excellent career choice.
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